


1st Best Overall Writer
2nd Outstanding Writer
3rd Special Writer
4th Choice Writer 
5th Noteworthy Writer

12.  The Jamaica Cultural Development Commission reserves the right to
have any entry broadcast and featured in the Jamaica Journal or 
other such publications for three (3) years from the receipt of the
Award. Please see the legal information printed on the entry form.

13.  The JCDC will retain all three (3) copies of the scripts submitted. 
One (1) copy for archival records, one (1) for administrative 
purposes and one (1) for the touring exhibition whether for 
islandwide viewing and/or overseas.

14.    The decision of the Judges shall be final.

15.    All entrants are invited to the Awards Ceremony whether they have
won an award or not. However, winners specifically are invited 
usually by an invitation card and /or telephone contact and/or email.

16.    Only Entrants gaining awards will be informed before the date of the
Ceremony. The date of the ceremony will be made public and 
available to all entrants interested in attending.

17.    Usually the top awardees are invited to present the full winning
  writing item or excerpts from sections selected by the Judges. 

18.    Awardees unable to attend the awards ceremony must indicate this
at the earliest and submit in writing his or her nominee who will 
personally collect the award (s)  on his/her behalf.

19.    In this competition ‘class’ refers to the age of the writer and also 
the readership for which the work is intended.  That is:

Juniors: 7 yrs to 12 yrs
Intermediates: 13 yrs to 17 yrs
Adults: 18 yrs and above

Category One (1)                              POETRY

NOTE : Juniors, Intermediates and Adults refer to the readership for
which the work is intended.

A. Entrants may write on any theme and the poem may be of any length.
In 2008, entrants are encouraged to address issues/themes related to
HIV/AIDS and Human Trafficking for which there are special incentives
from sponsors.

B.     The Poetry category allows a maximum of:    
• three (3) Junior poems 
• three (3) Intermediate poems
• three (3) Adult poems 

Limit on entry amount: hence a total of nine (9) poems are allowed by an
entrant.  If more poems than the maximum nine (9) as shown above are
submitted, the entrant will be disqualified.

C.      GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSMENT

In assessing entries in this category, emphasis will be placed on the 
following:

•        Interpretation of the subject chosen
•        Use of imagery and metaphor
•        Originality and creativity
•        Creative use of language i.e. avoid cliché usage.
•        Imaginative expression
•        Use of literary devices (appropriate to level)
•        Overall  impact/presentation

TOTAL 100%

Category two (2) PLAYS

A. SEE GENERAL RULES

B.    Manuscripts with no limit amount for entry may be submitted for:-
a) Full-length Plays            (1-2 hrs)
b) One-act Plays               (30-45 minutes)
c) Radio Plays (5 minutes–hr)
d) Television Plays (48 minutes script-60 minutes

with advertisements)
e) Film Scripts (1-2 hrs)

Proper format is required, that is, final draft.

C.     Be reminded that only original work may be submitted. Adaptations 
of previously published theatrical works will not be eligible.

D.     Be reminded that Plays involving music and choreography will be
judged on the merit of their dialogue only.

E.   Plays must, if required, be made available to the Jamaica Cultural
Development  Commission’s Office for production of up to three 
(3) years following the award, subject to reasonable royalty 
arrangements being agreed with the author.

GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSMENT
•   Craft and structure 
•   Characterization
•   Credibility
•   Grasp of Human Emotion
•   Originality/idea:  Theme
•   Suitability to genre intended
•   Story/Plot
•   Dialogue
•   Scope for Production
•      Overall Impact/presentation

TOTAL 100%

Category Three (3)                                        ESSAYS

A OPEN ESSAY - SEE GENERAL RULES

1. Entries shall be between 3,000 and 5,000 words. No  limit on
entry amount. 

2.    Credit will be given for originality of thought and treatment of 
subject matter 

3.    Essays will be judged on the following criteria:
• knowledge of the subject, 
• grammar, spelling, structure, 
• style and presentation

GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSMENT
•      Content and Organization
•      Relevance and information
•      Originality
•      Presentation of arguments
•      Organization of material within and among paragraphs
•      Linking and sequencing of idea

Use of Language and Mechanics
•     Appropriate use of language
•    Use of literary devices (appropriate to level)
•    Spelling/punctuation
•    Sentence structure/paragraphs
•    Concord 
•      Overall Impression/presentation

TOTAL 100%

B.   EMANCIPATION DAY ESSAY - SEE GENERAL RULES

Each year a THEME with several suggested titles will be set in the Essay
Section.The topic for exploration shall be ‘Emancipation to Independence’.
The following titles are suggested but other titles may be used.  

1.     Does Emancipation mean freedom?
11.   Who are we as an Independent nation?
111. To which do we ascribe more significance Emancipation or

Independence? 
OR

C.    THEMATIC ESSAY - SEE GENERAL RULES

Entrants are encouraged to address issues/themes related to HIV/AIDS
and Human Trafficking for which there are special incentives from the
sponsors.

GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSMENT

•  Content and Organization
•  Quality and information
•  Relevance of information


